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By Jean Kelly 

A Blessed Advent to everyone.  There are 
so many Christmas preparations that we 
participate in but what are we doing to 
prepare our hearts and minds for his 
coming?  A favorite evening at my parish 
is Advent by Candlelight.  It is a wonder-
ful way to start Advent by reflecting on 
how we can enter this hurried time with 
a peace and calmness in ourselves.  I will 
share some pictures on the affiliate hap-
penings on the NCCW website and hope 
you share what you are doing in your 
Councils.   

Affiliate membership renewal notices are 
in the mail! Thank you for renewing and 
supporting NCCW.  We count on your 
support to be able to continue to pro-
duce resources and provide the infor-
mation you need to increase your mem-
bership.  

Pat Voorhes is working on plans for the 
Centennial celebration and I hope you 
are able to help us with getting sponsor-
ships.  This will help keep the costs down 
and we can have an extra special cele-
bration.  The sponsorship list was sent 
out recently and you can forward this on 
to some of the organizations that you 
know might want to support NCCW.  A 
huge thank you to the LaCrosse Wiscon-
sin DCCW for sponsoring the convention 
bags!!  

I was honored to represent NCCW as an 
official observer at the USCCB meeting in 
Baltimore.  Thank you to Maribeth Stew-
art for working so diligently during her 
term to enable us to receive the approv-
al to speak and to show our video and 

for all the work that went into the video 
itself.  I hope you are using it in your 
Councils as well.  Share it as much as 
you can. It was well received by the 
Bishops and guests attending.  A brief 
overview of the meeting is posted on 
the website.   

Council newsletters are shared if you 
send them to Tracy Janis.  She sends 
them to the Province Director who in 
turn shares them with all of the dioce-
san presidents and they should share 
them with their affiliates.  One particu-
lar newsletter was shared with me and a 
particular article really caught my atten-
tion. It was from Denise Miller, the edi-
tor of the Knoxville DCCW newsletter. 
After introducing herself and explaining 
that she volunteered to do their news-
letter after attending only three 
meetings, she writes:  

“I came to a realization.  Like many of 
us who are moms and/or business pro-
fessionals, I had been so busy taking 
care of my family and my career that 
my focus had narrowed to only that.  I 
had blinders on with respect to every-
thing else.  I am hoping to broaden the 
lens with which I view the world, to 
widen my focus, but to do so I’ve got a 
lot to learn.  I love a challenge, solving 
a puzzle, digging a little deeper.  I want 
to know more about our CCW, about 
each of you, about our church, and 
about what the NCCW is doing and 
where we can help.  I may be making a 
huge leap here, but I think there are 

http://www.nccw.org
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From the President, continued 

 

By Pat Voorhes, President-

elect 

Dr. Seuss is one of the most 
beloved children’s authors of 
all time.  One book he pub-
lished one year before his 
death in 1991 is: Oh, the Plac-
es You’ll Go.  I thought it 
would be fun to apply ex-

cerpts from the book to our 100th Birthday.   

“Congratulations!  Today is your day. You’re off to 
great places. You’re off and away” to attend the 
NCCW 2020 Convention in Arlington, Virginia on 
August 26-29, 2020. 

“Wherever you go, you will top all the rest” so you 
aren’t going to want to miss hearing the 2020 
lineup of speakers: Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Abby 
Johnson, and Gloria Purvis, now are you? Are you? 

“With your head full of brains and your shoes full of 
feet” you are too smart not to know the best deal in 
Arlington is at the Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel 
where the special NCCW room prices are the same 
as 2019.  The reservation link is now open on the 
NCCW website.  

“You’ll find the bright places where Boom Bands are 
playing” and you will love the music of the New Jer-
sey Tenors. 

“Oh, the places you’ll go. There is fun to be done!”  
Bring your dress up clothes to the AWARDS Break-
fast. Will you wear a 1920’s flapper dress, a 1940’s 
swing dress, a 1950’s poodle skirt, a 1960’s mini 
skirt or the hippie clothes of the 70’s? Now will ya? 

Don’t miss it.  There is more to come.  More fun to 
be had.  “And will you succeed?  Yes! You will, in-
deed!”  

 

There will be NO MEMBER CALL IN DECEMBER 

 

Excerpts taken from Oh, the Places You’ll Go, The-
odor Seuss Geisel. Random House, 1990 

other women in our community who are in the 
same place I am and are just waiting for an op-
portunity to get involved.  Thanks for trusting me 
to take on this small effort.  I look forward to 
working with you all to make this newsletter an 
opportunity to reach out, to inform, and to call to 
serve.”   

There are many of women out there that are look-
ing for the opportunity to belong to Council.  You 
need to find them. Keep looking.   

Looking for a unique, profitable and easy to do 
fundraising idea?  Miami ACCW tried a fun one 
earlier this year.  They had a raffle of a "Celebrity 
Chef" dinner for the winner and five friends. Their 
Celebrity Chef was one of their Spiritual Advisors. 
They raised $4300 and had a lot of fun! This would 
certainly help send members to the convention. 
Read the Newsletters!!! 

The Spirituality Commission is now recording the 
Rosary calls.  If you not able to call in on the 13th of 
the month you can listen to the recording and pray 
along at your convenience. Beginning in Decem-
ber, if you wish to state an intention that you 
would like to pray for, you are welcome to call in 
10 minutes before the Rosary is to begin.  The call 
will be muted and the recitation of the Rosary will 
begin promptly at the starting time for your time 
zone and it will be recorded. 

May your homes be filled with joy and love during 
this Christmas time and Peace to all of you in the 
New Year. 

From the President-elect 

https://book.passkey.com/event/49995302/owner/1487/home
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Call for Nominations: Treasurer 

By Chris Heiderscheidt, Nominating Committee Chair 

The Nominating Committee of the National Council of 

Catholic Women is seeking candidates to represent all 

members in the office of Treasurer. Information and a 

nomination form with qualifications and requirements 

for the position are posted on the NCCW website, 

www.nccw.org. Members can provide valued assistance 

by directing suggested candidate names and recommen-

dations to the chair of the Nominating Committee, Chris 

Heiderscheidt, chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com. The dead-

line to receive all nomination applications is December 1, 

2019.  

Treasurer:  The NCCW Treasurer should have experience 

in the position of Treasurer in her CCW or DCCW or a 

similar organization.  She will oversee preparation of 

budgets and financial statements and be able to provide 

explanations of these documents to the NCCW Board of 

Directors at their meetings and annually to the NCCW 

membership at the annual national convention.  She will 

prepare reports for the Catholic Woman magazine and 

for each issue of the NCCW Connect. 

The NCCW Treasurer will work with the Executive Direc-

tor to monitor NCCW bank accounts, prepare check re-

quests, and monitor the stability of NCCW finances.  She 

will perform all duties as noted in the Financial Policies 

and Procedures Manual reserved to the Treasurer and 

will ask for updates to that Manual, as needed.  The Ex-

ecutive Committee must approve all major financial deci-

sions and expenditures and will receive a monthly up-

date from the Treasurer.   

The Treasurer serves as the Chair of the Finance Com-

mittee. 

Qualifications/Prerequisites: Candidates for the office of 

Treasurer must be an individual member of NCCW; pref-

erably have held an office on the Arch/Diocesan, subdivi-

sion, or local level or served on another non-profit organ-

ization’s board; be able to attend three Board of Direc-

tors meetings a year and other meetings as requested; 

and be available for monthly conference calls with 

other members of the Executive Committee.   

PROCESS TO APPLY:  

Nominations need to be submitted by December 
1, 2019, to the chair of the Nominating Com-
mittee. Elections are held in May, with the instal-
lation at the annual meeting in August 2020. Nom-
inations must include the nomination form 
(available at www.nccw.org), a letter of endorse-
ment from the candidate’s bishop and president 
of nominee’s affiliate, a 100-word statement of 
the nominee’s reason for seeking this position, a 
resume (details on www.nccw.org) and a current 
photo.  

Consult www.nccw.org for more information or a 
member of the Nominating Committee: Chris Hei-
derscheidt chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com, Jean 
Bazley ladiebug39@aol.com, Mary Glosson mary-
glosson@hotmail.com, Rose Guerrero rose-guer-
rero51@yahoo.com, Deanna Holmer              
deannaholmer@gmail.com,  Debbie Keller 
kelkrew@gmail.com, Joby Parker jobypar-
ker@hotmail.com.  
 
Voting will take place April 1-close of business ET 

May 1, 2020. 

http://www.nccw.org
mailto:chrishheiderscheidt@gmail.com
http://www.nccw.org
http://www.nccw.org
http://www.nccw.org
mailto:chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com
mailto:ladiebug39@aol.com
mailto:maryglosson@hotmail.com
mailto:maryglosson@hotmail.com
mailto:rose_guerrero51@yahoo.com
mailto:rose_guerrero51@yahoo.com
mailto:deannaholmer@gmail.com
mailto:kelkrew@gmail.com
mailto:jobyparker@hotmail.com
mailto:jobyparker@hotmail.com
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From the Treasurer Spirituality Commission 

By Rose Martinet, NCCW Treasurer 

I hope you and your families will be able to gath-
er to enjoy the blessings of the Thanksgiving holi-
day! 
  
I hope you and your affiliates are considering 
making a donation to NCCW for our 100 for 100 
Fundraiser. One of our local parishes decided to 
ask each woman in their affiliate to contribute $5 
or less for the 100 for 100 Fundraiser. Knowing 
that many of the ladies were on a limited in-
come, they decided that an envelope would be 
passed around the room for the next three 
meetings. This way the women could contribute 
a little bit each time they met.  They were so 
proud to send in their check for the fundrais-
er. Way to go, ladies! 
  
Affiliate dues notices were sent out in Novem-
ber. Please be sure to forward the notice to your 
Treasurers for payment.  If your parish did not 
receive their notice, please contact the NCCW 
office at 703-224-0990. Dues renewals are due 
January 1st!  Many thanks to those who have 
already sent in their dues! Your prompt response 
is greatly appreciated. 
  

Praying that all NCCW supporters and your fami-
lies enjoy all the Joys and Blessings of the Christ-
mas Holidays.  Thanking the Lord for you and 
your commitment to Council. Merry Christmas!   

Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 

By Kathleen Penno, Spirituality Commission Chair 

On December 8, 1854 Blessed Pope Pius IX formal-
ly declared the infallibly of the Immaculate Con-
ception. Prior to the 18th Century, the Church be-
came ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” 
through God, was redeemed from the moment of 
her conception. (CCC, no. 491). Blessed Pope Pius 
IX proclaimed the Dogma of faith revealed by God 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary “in the first instant of 
her conception, by a singular privilege and grace 
granted by God, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of the human race, was pre-
served exempt from all stain of original sin.” (Denz.
-Schonm, 2083). 

Normally celebrated on December 8, this year we 
celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception, Patroness of the United States of America, 
on December 9 because of the Sunday Liturgy on 
December 8th. 

The website of the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 
offers a virtual tour of the magnificent Basilica. 
(https://www.nationalshrine.org). Take time this 
Advent Season to peruse the site. Make sure to 
wander outside the Basilica to view Mary’s Garden, 
a gift from the National Council of Catholic Women 
featuring a statue of Mary, Protector of the Faith, a 
reflecting pool, and a circular path for quiet prayer.   
The Spirituality Commission wishes everyone a joy-
ful Christmas Season! 

Help us celebrate our 100th anniversary by making a donation to 
our 100 for 100 campaign! I 

In 2019 donors aged 70 ½ and older can instruct their IRA admin-
istrators to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution directly to 
the National Council of Catholic Women. IRA distributions made 
directly to charitable institutions will not be treated as taxable 
income. The distribution must be made by December 31, 2019 
and sent directly to the National Council of Catholic Women 
from the financial institution managing your IRA.  

https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/donation.jsp?campaign=70&
https://www.nationalshrine.org
https://nccw.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nccw&%3C%3CemailTrackingId%3E%3E&%3C%3CsecureId%3E%3E&linkId=2385&targetUrl=https://nccw.z2systems.com/np/clients/nccw/donation.jsp?campaign=70&amp;
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By Yvette Carr, Leadership Commission Member and 

Atlanta PD 

I was inspired to approach my parish (for the second 

time) about participating in the Box of Joy Project 

after watching the video and listening to Tessie 

O’Dea from NCCW Partner, Cross Catholic Outreach 

speak at the Atlanta Archdiocesan Convention this 

past September. I spoke with several affiliates within 

our Province of Atlanta who haven’t had any success 

in getting the program launched in their parishes. 

Yesterday, we dropped off 96 Boxes of Joy at the dis-

tribution center in Savannah, GA from our small 

church (St. Boniface in Springfield, GA) which has 

approximately 300 registered families. This was the 

first year we participated and our initial goal was 50 

Boxes! This is how we recommend this project be 

handled: 

 Get permission from your pastor to participate – 

emphasize there is no cost involved to the parish 

to participate. 

 Order the Box of Joy kit by going to 

https://www.nccw.org/about/nccw-

partners/ and click on the Cross Catholic 

Outreach, Box of Joy. There is also an ex-

cellent video you will see on this site that 

you can share with your pastor or mem-

bers of your parish to help inspire them. 

 Do a short presentation at all Masses and 

display a sample Box of Joy. Have some 

volunteers with you as people are picking 

up their Boxes of Joy with the information 

booklet. You will have a captive audience 

so get those boxes out that day! 

 Have a separate log sheet to recruit your 

Team Joy. Have a short meeting soon 

after this date so you can plan a strategy 

for the dates the boxes are returned. 

Leadership Commission: Mentoring through Leadership and Service 

 At the weekend specified for boxes to be 

dropped off, have your Team Joy available 

and follow up with boxes that weren’t re-

turned before the final date to deliver to the 

distribution center. 

 Ask a member of your parish (or Team Joy 

member) who is good with posters to draw 

up a Team Joy meter. Once boxes are re-

turned, you can fill in the meter and share 

the excitement! 

We often talk about mentoring. We found that 

participating in the Boxes of Joy was a good tool 

for this. Members participating connected and 

felt enriched. We also signed up new members 

because of this work. When a member has a pur-

pose, she will be more enthusiastic and willing to 

participate in your CCW affiliate. 
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Call for Resolutions 2020 

By Beverly South, Resolutions Committee Chair 

Resolutions are statements of direction for NCCW 

and members to use for program planning. Resolu-

tions will be processed and presented to the mem-

bers for a vote during the Annual Business Meeting 

at the August, 2020 Annual Convention in Arling-

ton, VA. 

2019/2020 Committee members: appointed by the 

Board of Directors include Beverly South (Chair), 

Connie Andrews, Jeannie Friddell, and Louise Hartz.  

Purpose:  to review all submissions received and 

present them to the Board of Directors with recom-

mendations for consideration and approval. 

 

Submission Process:  

Form: All resolutions must be submitted using the 

NCCW 2020 Proposed Resolution Submission Form 

available on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org. 

 

Deadline for submissions: February 26, 2020.  

NCCW Bylaws require that any resolutions offered 

for consideration at the Annual Business Meeting 

must be submitted six (6) months prior to the 

opening date of the Annual Meeting which is Au-

gust 26, 2020. 

 

Resolutions are to be emailed to Beverly South, 

Committee Chair,  at bsouth456@gmail.com so 

that she receives them by February 26, 2020. 

 

Elements of a Resolution:   

 A Title 

 A formal statement of a specific purpose/goal  

 A rationale for the resolution  

 A call for specific action  

For details, please see the NCCW 2019 Proposed 

Resolution Submission Form and the Format 

Example of a NCCW Proposed Resolution that 

are online at www.nccw.org.  

 
Criteria for Resolutions:  
 
 Consistent with the NCCW Mission Statement 

and constructive in nature 
 National in scope  
 Capable of implementation by NCCW mem-

bership on a national level 
 Submitted according to the Submission Pro-

cess, see above. 
 Does not duplicate a previously approved res-

olution but could amend or update a  previous 
resolution by modifying or updating the call 
for action. 

 
Approval Process: 
 
1. By majority vote, the Board of Directors shall 
have the power to approve or reject any resolu-
tion.   
 
2. Notification will be given to the member sub-
mitting the resolution by the Board of Directors. 
If a resolution is rejected, the member submitting 
the resolution may present it for consideration at 
the Annual Meeting provided there is a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the voting members in favor of con-
sidering the proposed resolution.  
 
3. The official notice of the proposed resolutions 
approved by the Board of Directors with an expla-
nation of the rationale of the Board of Directors 
must be sent to the membership at least 45 days 
prior to the Annual Meeting (August 26, 2020).  
 

http://www.nccw.org
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-Proposed-Resolution-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-Proposed-Resolution-Submission-Form.pdf
http://www.nccw.org
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Service Commission 

By Mary Ann Cummins, 
NCCW Service Commission 
Chair 

It's December, the season for 
gifting. A project for you to 
consider is "Wands for Wild-
life.” As you change out your 
old mascara wands and eye-
lash primer wands 
(something you should do 
every 3 months!), consider 
gathering them locally and 
contributing them to help 
wildlife in Appalachia.  

These wands are accepted 
ONLY in February & October. 

Old mascara wands and eyelash primer wands are 
used to remove fly effs and larva from fur & feathers 
of wild animals. They work well because of the close 
together bristles. Gather them and gather funds for 
these animals, too. 

Before mailing the wands, wash them in warm soapy 
water to remove residual mascara. Mail the form 
(Google Wands for Wildlife), the old wands collected 
and any donations you have to APPALACHIAN WILD-
LIFE REFUGE / PO Box 1211 / Skyland, NC 28776. 
Check postage and packing requirements at your local 
post office. This is a recycling project! You might also 
donate food or supplies from the site wishlist. 

Have a wonderful Advent and a Merry Christmas 
knowing you are helping to take care of God's crea-
tion through recycling something most of us use daily! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Sheila S. Hopkins, Legislative Advocacy Com-

mittee Chair 

In one year, another  election will be held to choose 

the President of the United States of America. Sad-

ly, some choose not to vote, feeling  that one vote 

does not make a difference 

 

 In the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

document, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizen-

ship, A Call to Political Responsibility from the Cath-

olic Bishops of the United States with Introductory 

Note,  Part 1, 13, it is stated: “In the Catholic Tradi-

tion, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and partici-

pation in the political life is a moral obligation.” This 

is linked to our baptismal call to follow the teach-

ings of Jesus Christ and is noted in the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church (nos. 1913-1915) that it is nec-

essary to promote the common good  and that eve-

ry citizen should take an active part in public life. 

For more information, go to the USCCB website for 

the publication that can be purchased or download-

ed from the site. 

 

A new USCCB  initiative is taking a pledge at Civi-

lizeIt.org, encouraging us to avoid vitriol when dis-

cussing politics.  The three points in the pledge are 

civility, clarity and compassion. Please visit  the 

website today and commit to civil discussion with 

your family, friends and community.  

Legislative Advocacy: YOUR CIVIC DUTY  

usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm
https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it
https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it
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Twelve Days of Council  

By Amy Kennedy, LTD Team Trainer 

 

It seems like every year, I set out to have a calm 

and peaceful Advent, but the busyness of December 

takes hold, and it’s not until after Christmas that life 

slows down to a more relaxing pace.  I’m sure I'm not 

alone with this. The slower pace between Christmas 

and Epiphany – the traditional Twelve Days of Christ-

mas – is a welcome pause for reflection and planning 

for the new year.  With a clearer calendar and a clearer 

head, take advantage of this time to get a jump start 

on the new year as a Council leader.  Below are my 

suggestions for what I am calling the Twelve Days of 

Council. 

1. Make sure your affiliate’s NCCW dues are paid. 

2. Mark your calendar for when your NCCW individu-

al membership renewal is due. 

3. While you’ve got your calendar out, make sure to 

note the next membership calls. 

4. Don’t put that pen away yet!  Make note that the 

13th of the month is always our Rosary call. 

5. Make a resolution to recruit one new NCCW indi-

vidual member.  You can print the membership 

form from the NCCW website. 

6. Subscribe to Catholic Woman for your spiritual 

advisor by calling 703-224-0990 so that he can 

have access to our exclusive Online Member Re-

sources. 

7. Pay it “forward” by forwarding a copy of Connect.* 

8. Go shopping with a purpose and check out the new 

NCCW materials available on our website. 

9. Plan a retreat using our excellent NCCW resources. 

10. Follow NCCW on Facebook; you can select to see 

NCCW’s posts first in your news feed. 

11. Plan a party to celebrate NCCW’s 100th birthday and 

share pictures of your event with NCCW. 

12. Book your hotel room now for our Annual Conven-

tion in Washington, DC. 

 

 

 

 

* Don’t forget to remove the “unsubscribe” link when 
you forward your copy of Connect! 
 

Photo by Chad Madden on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@chadmadden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/twelve-days-of-christmas?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Religious Alliance Against Pornography 

 

By Karen Painter, RAAP Representative 

 On November 14 Brad Huddleston presented the lat-

est RAAP webinar, entitled "The Challenge.” Brad dis-

cussed how so many individuals have an addiction to 

digital pornography.  

Brad stated that pornography addiction is more dam-

aging to the human brain than someone addicted to 

cocaine and even heroin. Images of a healthy human 

brain were shown, along with images of the human 

brain on cocaine, heroin, and pornography, clearly 

showing the damage caused by pornography. Technol-

ogy has many damaging effects on our brains.  

• When a person is addicted to pornography, their 

brain requires more and more stimulation 

• Porn is viewed on a variety of screens, whether TV, 

computer, or iPhone, but our eyes are the screen 

that allows the porn to enter our brain 

• You have to STOP what is causing your brain addic-

tion, before you can repair your brain damage. 

How far are you willing to go?  Confessing; Forgiveness; 

& Healing. How bad do you want to be healed? This is 

a disease of choice.  

There has to be a physical separation between the 

porn addict and his or her sources of acquisition. It 

takes several months to get rid of temptation, two to 

eight months, depending on addiction, and age. 

Your brain can reset itself!   

If you would like more information go to 

www.religiousalliance.org to view the entire free webi-

nar "The Challenge".  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Candy Canes are a Catechetical Confection 

By Jane Carter, NCCW Supporting Member 

The shepherd’s crook shape of the candy cane actu-

ally has a Catholic Connection! The sticks were origi-

nally straight. Around 1920, Bob McCormack (Bob’s 

Candy) started to make the canes, and his brother-in

-law, Gregory Harding Keller, who was a Catholic 

priest, invented the machine that automatically 

curved them. 

The shape reminds us that Jesus is the Good Shep-

herd, guiding us to the best and safest places of 

nourishment, and rescuing us if we wander away. 

After the candy cane was a popular Christmas treat, 

candy cane’s colors were also given symbolic mean-

ing. The white is said to represent the purity of Je-

sus, the red the blood he shed for us.  

Sharing these facts and stories will turn this craft 

into a faith sharing opportunity! 

All you need to make a candy cane are white che-

nille sticks (aka pipe cleaners) and red and white 

craft beads with holes large enough to “string” onto 

the chenille sticks. Simply alternate the beads and 

bend into the shape of a shepherd’s crook. Leave a 

little chenille stick showing at each end, and then 

bend the ends to keep the beads in place. Voila! You 

have an ornament, gift or package decoration—with 

a Catholic Connection! 

Candy Cane Catechesis 

Photo by Pro Church Media on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@prochurchmedia?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/candy-cane?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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 Report from the United Nations 

 

By Theresa Boscia, NCCW NGO Representative to 

the UN 

  
Why faith leaders are critical to achieving the 

2030 Agenda 

This past August, at the NCCW Convention, I de-

scribed the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), for the 2030 agenda, as important 

world-changing objectives that hope to address 

the root causes of poverty and the universal need 

for development.  Recently the UN SDG Action 

Zone sponsored an inter-faith panel discussion 

looking at how religion can play a key part in pro-

moting the SDGs.                                                                                                                                       

The panel included representatives form Muslim, 

Jewish, Christian and Buddhist organizations and 

was chaired by the UK’s Overseas Development 

Institute.  A speaker from the Catholic Agency for 

Overseas Development attended following a re-

cent trip to the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

to see how religion is helping to fight the Ebola 

outbreak.                                                                                                                                    

Faith leaders are critical to achieving the 2030 

agenda.  They have access to people in isolated 

communities and the power to respond to their 

needs.  Church leaders are trusted and often be-

come role models.  They must be invited and kept 

informed of local customs and the current prob-

lems people are experiencing.  The influence of 

faith is extraordinarily powerful and faith com-

munities are the 4th largest investor group in the 

world.                                                                                  

Ivy Koek, Program Coordinator for UN Affairs, 

spoke about uniting faith voices against injus-

tice and violence.  Differences do not have to 

be a cause of division. We should be cele-

brating diversity.       

The focus of the discussion also included eradi-

cating gender inequality and promoting cli-

mate change activism.  All groups, including 

NGOs working together to fight gender ine-

quality, find it an uphill battle. Young women 

shared their stories of facing social barriers, 

especially in the work force. As far as climate 

change goes, an important impact of Laudato 

Si was that it became acceptable to talk about 

the moral issues that are involved in this crisis.                                                   

It was encouraging to learn how faith groups 

collaborate with each other, for example, Is-

lamic Relief works with CRS in certain situa-

tions.  This kind of cooperation will contribute 

much to accelerate the implementation of the 

SDGs.  Church leaders share the key belief that 

all people are created equal. Religion reaches 

out by speaking to the heart with the language 

of values and giving people hope.   
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