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July 2019 

By Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski 

A curious title, you are thinking, but you’ll 

see the connection shortly.  July brings us 

one step closer to our National Conven-

tion and hopefully, one step closer to the 

growth of our spiritual life.  Normally, 

things slow down in the summer but no 

matter the time of year, it is essential that 

we all try to set aside a specific amount of 

time each day, even if it is just 10 minutes, 

when we can ignore our phone, settle in a 

quiet space, enter into silence and simply 

commune with God.  Are you thinking, 

impossible?  I have little ones, I have to 

take care of my parents, I have to work 

and clean the house, and the list goes on.  

I know that at certain times in our life, it 

doesn’t seem easy to carve out this time 

but I promise you that if you make it a pri-

ority, the rest of your obligations not only 

fall into place but take on a new signifi-

cance and become lighter. The benefit to 

your soul and to your physical self is meas-

ured in graces received.  Try some of our 

NCCW prayers or rosary reflections to get 

started.  Or just clear your mind and let 

God speak to your heart.  It is ten minutes 

that will become a habit; a habit that will 

change your life. Ants -as a species not 

strong, yet they store up their food in the 

summer -Proverbs 30:25.  So, let’s be spir-

itual ants this summer and store up our 

spiritual food! 

Things are moving right along now at a 

rapid clip in preparation for our National 

Convention in Atlanta, Georgia from Au-

gust 21-24.  It will be such a time of 

learning, prayer, and celebration!   

I hope that you have seen and love our 

new logo celebrating our 100 years of 

NCCW that will occur in 1920.  We are 

using the new logo now because we are 

all excited about reaching such a won-

derful milestone.  Imagine, nearly 100 

years of growing our spirituality, offer-

ing our leadership and service through-

out our land.  Haven’t we been richly 

blessed to be able to touch hearts in our 

parishes and across our nation, and 

through our partners, throughout the 

entire world for 100 years!  We can only 

imagine what we shall do in the next 

100.  I know that the amazing women of 

Council in partnership with our Spiritual 

Advisors will indeed continue to meet 

the needs of our Church and Society in 

ways that perhaps we cannot even im-

agine.  Yet, there will always be the bed-

rock of our strong Catholic faith that will 

remain constant in truths and inspiring 

in deeds, our NCCW legacy, and those 

beautiful traits common to women of 

compassion and nurturing care that will 

enable us to contribute in unique ways 

to our world and to our Church through-

out all time.  We have such a rich history 

to celebrate and such a future full of 

hope.  We women of Council are truly 

blessed -and summer is such a good 

time to step back, remember, dream, 

and pray. 
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Our NCCW Board met in Washington, D.C. 

from June 1-2.  The weekend was packed 

with work, prayer, and fun.  The women you 

sent as your Province Directors and our 

Commission Chairs produced a great 

amount of substantive work in a short peri-

od of time, discussing and agreeing on the 

resolutions and bylaw amendments that will 

be presented at our Convention for approv-

al, working on Commission presentations 

for Convention so all in attendance will learn 

of the offerings of these groups in instruc-

tive and fun ways, making excellent sugges-

tions and offering reports, and agreeing on a 

new NCCW policy for the protection of chil-

dren, youth, and vulnerable persons.  We 

took time to pray with Masses and Evening Pray-

er each day and we all went to Mary’s Garden at 

the Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception where we said the Joyful Mysteries of 

the beautiful new NCCW Rosary for Peace and 

Healing.  The members of our Board worked very 

hard and produced much because they have 

bonded in true friendships that made all our 

work flow gracefully and easily, touched with 

wisdom and fun.  They are truly a lovely micro-

cosm of our members from across the nation 

who reach out with prayer and service in leader-

ship in parishes and dioceses united through Na-

tional throughout our USA.   

As I write this, I am privileged to be an Observer 

at the Spring General Meeting of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  As al-

ways, I shall file a summary report on our web-

site under the News section where you will find 

my latest summaries from the WUCWO meeting 

and our NCCW Board meeting. 

It is always good to look through our NCCW 

website (www.nccw.org) where there is all the 

latest news, resources, and prayers.  Like any 

website, the more time you spend looking 

around, the more familiar you will become with 

it and will appreciate the value it can add to 

your personal life and your Council life. 

I wish each of you a most blessed July and hope 

that you will be able to take time to enjoy the 

splendor of summer. 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel ask her Divine 

Son to bless you, your families, and our NCCW 

with joy and peace as you store up your summer 

spiritual food. 

http://www.nccw.org
http://www.nccw.org
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By Jean Kelly, NCCW President-
Elect 

Coming to Convention? We look 
forward to seeing you there!  
Just a few reminders: 
 
Need a roommate?  Add your 
name to the list on the website. 
 
If you are coming in on Tuesday 

evening just be aware that there is a Braves home 
game and we are located right next to the stadium. The 
game starts at 7:20 EST.   
 
The Our Lady of Good Counsel Award will be given out 
at the Banquet on Saturday.  More time can be devot-
ed to this special presentation.   
 
We are so fortunate to have 2 movie premiers this 
year.  On Wednesday evening “Love and Mercy” will be 
shown and “Pray” will be shown on Friday.   
 
Be sure you use the link on the website to make your 
room reservations to obtain our special rate.  If you 
have any problems please call Shauwna at 
770.303.3281. 
 
The Silent Auction always has a nice selection of items 
donated by our members and exhibitors; please con-
sider supporting NCCW by donating an item or bidding 
on some of the wonderful items at the Convention.  
Forms are on the website. 
 
The Purse Auction will be held on Friday from 11:30 – 
1:00.  Grab something for lunch from one of the vari-
ous food outlets which are close to the hotel and come 
for the bidding excitement while having your lunch!   
 
There will be a 50/50 raffle Thursday – Saturday during 
the Convention and the volunteers will be selling tick-
ets.  
 
The Convention Charity this year is for Catholic Chari-
ties of Atlanta. A complete list of items needed is on 
the website. Monetary donations will also be accepted.  
  

 No Member Calls until September 18! 

NEW! 

From the President-elect 

 

September 18th — Call in and hear as President-

elect Pat Voorhes leads a discussion on Conven-

tion 2019—Recap! 

 

 

Member Call information  

Call in number : (515)-606-5163  

Access Code: 703993#    

Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 

pm (ET) 

1.  If you join the call after the start time, please 

do not announce yourself despite the instruc-

tion to do so. 

2. When you join the call, please mute your 

phone by pressing *6.  You can take the 

phone off mute if you wish to speak by press-

ing *6 again. 

Be a part of NCCW history!  Gather on Thursday 
after the opening session in the atrium of the hotel 
to be included in a picture that will appear in our 
history book!  More details at convention. 
 
Want to get a jump start on some of the 100 year 
anniversary items?  There will be a 2020 Pop Up 
Store where you will be able to purchase some of 
these. 
 
If you or someone you know will be a first timer at 
convention make sure you stay in the ballroom on 
Wednesday for the First Timer Orientation present-
ed by Kathy Bonner. 
 
See the Convention Schedule on the website for de-
tails for all of the above.  See you in Atlanta! 
 

https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Silent-Auction-Donor-Form-2019.pdf
https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
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Proposed Amendment: ARTICLE IX, Section 1 Executive Committee, Composition 

Amend by inserting “and the NCCW Executive Director who is ex officio with no vote. The Executive Director 

may not be present during any discussion of the salary or job evaluation of the Executive Director position.” 

If adopted, the section would read:  The Executive Committee shall be President, President-Elect, Treasurer, 

Secretary, Immediate Past President, and the NCCW Executive Director who is ex officio with no vote. The Exe-

cutive Director shall not be present during any discussion of the salary or job evaluation of the Executive Direc-

tor position. 

Rationale:  Adding the Executive Director to the Executive Committee ensures that communication from the 

NCCW Office to the Executive Committee and vice versa is seamless and complete. 

 

Proposed Amendment: ARTICLE V, Section  2 (a) Board of Directors, Composition 

Amend by inserting: “the Executive Director and” before “the Chair of the Spiritual Advisors…”  

  

If adopted, the section would read:  The Board shall consist of the Officers, Province Directors and Commission 

Chairs. The Executive Director and the Chair of the Spiritual Advisors shall serve as ex officio Directors of the 

Board without a vote. 

 

Rationale:  The ex officio Directors are members of the board with no vote. This provides them with access to 

the business conducted at the board meetings to be able to respond to any questions from members while 

abiding by the rules of conduct established for appropriate release of non-confidential information. 

 

Proposed Amendment: ARTICLE VIII, Section 2 (a) Elections, Nominating Committee 

Amend by striking out: “and may not serve more than one term on the Nominating Committee without a 

break in service of more than two (2) years.” and inserting in its place: "Members may not serve more than 

one term on the Nominating Committee without a break in service of one complete election cycle.”  

 

If adopted, the section would read:  A nominating Committee of seven (7) members shall be elected by the 

members for a two-year term. The Chair of the Nominating Committee will be elected from among the newly 

elected members at the first scheduled meeting of the committee following election. Members of the Nomi-

nating Committee shall not be candidates for any elected position. Members may not serve more than one 

term on the Nominating Committee without a break in service of one complete election cycle. Vacancies on 

the Nominating Committee may be filled by the Board. 

 

Rationale:  The rationale for making this four-sentence statement into a five-sentence statement is that it 

distinguishes the five independent points.  The rationale for proposing a change to the phrase, “without a 

break in service of more than two (2) years” is to clarify the intent.  We believe the intent is for a Nominating 

Committee member to not serve a consecutive term.  This is accomplished by the statement, “shall not be 

candidates for any elected position.”  However, the phrase “without a break in service of more than two (2) 

years” might mean that she may have to wait for the third election cycle to apply for candidacy. This could 

happen because terms of office begin during the Convention and since those dates are variable, the term 

“more than two years” might mean she could not apply until the third election cycle after her term of service. 

For example, if her term ends a year we meet in September, and then, two years later, the Convention date is 

not exactly two years later, then she has not had a break of more than two years.  The proposed change 

clarifies that a person can apply after having been off the Committee for one complete election cycle.     

Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws 2019 
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Proposed Amendment: ARTICLE VIII, Section 2 (d) Elections, Nominating Committee 

Amend by striking out: “the Nominating Committee will make known its decisions to the nominees and the 

Board of Directors.” And  

Insert “the Nominating Committee Chair will make known the Nominating Committee’s decisions to the Presi-

dent and the nominees.” 

 

If adopted, the section would read:  Upon completion of its work, the Nominating Committee Chair will make 

known the Committee's decisions to the President and to the nominees. Written notice may be provided by 

mail or electronically. The Nominating Committee will notify the membership of the list of candidates at least 

30 days prior to the date on which voting will begin. 

 
Rationale:  The rationale for these proposed changes is to reflect the way the Nominating Committee works. It 

is the Committee Chair that communicates on behalf of the Nominating Committee with the President.  

Meaning, the Chair only communicates with the President and not the entire Board of Directors. Also, the 

Chair informs the President before the nominees of the list of candidates. 

 

 

Proposed Amendment:  ARTICLE XI, Section 3 Resolutions, Approval Process 

Amend by striking out: “least two (2) months prior to the annual meeting.” and inserting “at least forty-five 

(45) days prior to the annual meeting.” 

 

If adopted, the section would read:  The Resolutions Committee shall review all proposed resolutions and pre-

sent them to the Board of Directors with recommendations for consideration and approval. By majority vote, 

the Board of Directors shall have the power to reject any resolution. If a resolution is rejected by the Board of 

Directors, the members submitting such resolution may submit it to the annual meeting and such resolution 

shall be considered by the annual meeting provided there is a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members in 

favor of such consideration. The official notice of the proposed resolution approved by the Board of Directors 

with explanation of the rationale of the Board of Directors must be sent to the membership at least forty-five 

(45) days prior to the annual meeting. 

 

Rationale:  The reliability and speed of modern communications allow members to receive sufficient advance 

notice of proposed resolutions in a shorter period.  This shorter period will also accommodate changing dates 

of the NCCW Convention. 

 

Proposed Amendment:  ARTICLE XVII, Section 1(c) Amendments 

Amend by striking out: “A minimum of sixty (60) days’ notice.” and inserting “A minimum of forty-five (45) 

days’ notice.” 

If adopted, the section would read:  A minimum of forty-five (45) days’ notice of the proposed amendments 

or revision is provided in writing (paper or electronically) by the Board to all affiliation presidents, subdivision 

presidents, and Individual Members of record. 

 

Rationale:  The reliability and speed of modern communications allow members to receive sufficient advance 

notice of proposed bylaws amendments in a shorter period.  This shorter period will also accommodate 

changing dates of the NCCW Convention. 

 

7.  Proposed Amendment:  ARTICLE III,  MEMBERSHIP Section  1 Individual    
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Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws, continued 

Members.   

Amend by inserting: “and ordained Spiritual Advisors” after “individual women” 

 

If adopted, the section would read:  Individual membership is open to individual women and ordained Spiritu-

al Advisors of the Catholic faith who subscribe to the purposes of NCCW and who are domiciled within the 

United States, military personnel stationed abroad, or U.S. citizens living outside the United States.  Annual 

membership dues must be current for an individual member to be considered “in good standing” as used in 

these Bylaws. 

 

Rationale:  Extending Individual Membership to ordained Spiritual Advisors at the same dues rate and with the 

same privileges extended to women Individual Members permits our ordained Spiritual Advisors to have 

access to member-only benefits, ensuring that they are able to obtain and use our resources, prayers, and 

participate in the NCCW fully. 

 

 

2019 NCCW Proposed Resolutions 

RESOLUTION #1 

SUICIDE AWARENESS 

 

Purpose: To increase awareness of the factors surrounding suicide and how to address the issue 

 

Whereas, Suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in the United States and affects all people, regardless of age, 

gender, socioeconomic status, nationality (National Institute for Mental Health, n.d. Suicide in America, Frequently 

asked questions: https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/suicide-faq/index.shtml); and 

Whereas, Suicide awareness aims to help people find treatment that encourages them to discover healthier ways to 

cope; 

Resolved, That NCCW members expand their knowledge of the risk factors, warning signs, and treatments available;   

Resolved, That NCCW members publish the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline number of 1-800-273-TALK (8255); 

and 

Resolved, That members of NCCW unite in prayer to include our NCCW rosary for Peace and Healing, for those who 

have thoughts of suicide, for those who die by suicide, and for their survivors. 

 

RESOLUTION #2 

OPIOID CRISIS AFFECTING OUR NATION 

 

Purpose: To increase awareness of the opioid overdose crisis affecting our nation, and to encourage prayer and ac-

tion by the members of the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) that will bring hope and healing to the Na-

tion. 

 

Whereas, Opioid overdose is a serious national crisis that affects public health as well as social and economic welfare; 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/suicide-faq/index.shtml
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Whereas, Our NCCW mission is to support, empower and educate all Catholic women, especially on issues affecting 

women and their families; and 

Whereas, Our Catholic faith compels us to choose hope and action in the face of a crisis; 

Resolved, That NCCW members and affiliates organize Masses and/or prayer services, and pray our NCCW prayers for 

those addicted and for the companions and caregivers of those addicted, with the intention of hope and healing for all 

women and their families affected by the opioid crises; and 

Resolved, That NCCW members support co-operative government agencies, social services and nonprofit organizations 

that are already engaged in the struggle against opioid addiction. 

 

RESOLUTION #3 

BULLYING AND HARASSMENT  

 

Purpose: To create awareness that bullying and harassment are nationwide problems. 
 
Whereas, Bullying is repeated aggressive behavior where one person or group of people in a position of power deliber-
ately intimidates, abuses, or coerces an individual with the intention to hurt them physically or emotionally; 
Whereas, Under Federal Civil Rights Laws, harassment is unwelcome conduct based on a protected class, (race, 
national origin, color, sex, age, disability, or religion) that is severe, pervasive, persistent, and creates a hostile 
environment; and 
Whereas, The U.S. Government statistics show a rise in reported incidents of bullying and harassment, including cyber–
bullying (www.stopbullying.gov);  
Resolved, That NCCW members partner with organizations that work to identify and support children, youth and 
adults who are bullied; 
Resolved, That NCCW members support policies and programs that address the prevention, intervention, and elimina-

tion of bullying and harassment, recognizing the dignity of each individual as a child of God; and 

Resolved, That NCCW members support victims of bullying and harassment with prayer such as our NCCW rosary for 

Peace and Healing and with ministry, and pray for those who bully and/or harass. 

 

RESOLUTION #4  

REUSE PRODUCTS AND REDUCE CONSUMPTION 

 

Purpose: Reuse products and reduce consumption to bring joy to our lives. 

 

Whereas, Pope Benedict XVI said, “We are all responsible for the protection and care of the environment. This respon-

sibility knows no boundaries,” (Celebration of World Day of Peace, January 1, 2010); 

Whereas, Haley Stewart in The Grace of Enough wrote, “We are designed to love truth, beauty, and goodness, which 

are attributes of God. Throwaway culture fights against this natural desire”; and  

Whereas, In Laudato Si Pope Francis tells us, “When people become self-centered and self-enclosed, their greed 

increases.  The emptier a person’s heart is, the more he or she needs things to buy, own and consume.”  (204); 

Resolved, That members of NCCW pray that everyone becomes more aware and informed of the beauty of nature, 

advocates for a healthy planet to leave for our children, and prays our NCCW Prayer for Care of Creation; 

Resolved, That members of NCCW reuse items as much as possible, and invest in and use reusable items such as pro-

duce bags, canvas shopping bags, and metal utensils; and  

Resolved, That members of NCCW be more aware of what is really necessary in their lives and focus on those items 

that bring joy to their lives, sharing with others in need. 
 

http://www.stopbullying.gov
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From the Treasurer Spirituality Commission—July 

By Rose Martinet, NCCW Treasurer 

Yay!  Summer is here! 

Thank you for being so supportive of NCCW.  You 
are the reason we are celebrating our 99th 
year.  Your spiritual and financial support during 
these 99 years is greatly appreciated.  It so exciting 
that we will be celebrating our 100th year in 2020 
not many "not for profit" organizations achieve 
that. 

Many of you have installed new officers.  If your 
affiliate has a new president please call the NCCW 
office at 1-703-224-0990 with the new president’s 
contact information Name, Address, Email, and 
Phone number will be needed. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you in Atlanta this 
August at the NCCW 2019 Convention.  It’s not too 
late to register.  I’m especially looking forward to 
hearing Mother Dolores Hart speak at the Wel-
come luncheon on Wednesday, August 21st.  There 
is still time to sign up to attend even if you are al-
ready registered just call the NCCW office at 1-703-
224-0990; they will be happy to add to your regis-
tration. (I know that several husbands and Spiritual 
Advisors are planning to attend also.)   

 
Convention reminders: 

 Silent Auction Items are needed.  Remember 
items that travel easily are best. 

 Convention programs ad deadline is July 5th.    

 Bring something to donate to Catholic Charities 
Atlanta  

More details can be found on the NCCW web site.  

Thank you again for your support of the National 
Council of Catholic Women. 

 Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 

By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair 

This month is a great month for many reasons, 
but mostly because all of us will be celebrating 
our FREEDOM and INDEPENDENCE in this coun-
try we call the “Land of the Free.” We are 
blessed to live in a country where we have the 
freedom to make choices about so many things, 
especially our religious liberty;  we often take 
many of these things for granted.   

Let us not take for granted our opportunity to 
pray daily. When we truly pray with real faith 
and intent, our prayers are always 
heard.  Sometimes our prayers are not an-
swered the way we would like them to be, but 
they are always answered the way that God 
knows will be best for us. Maybe the next time 
you encounter someone needing prayers, stop 
for thirty seconds and pray with that person 
right then.  It means more to the person 
and  will mean more to you as well. 

In conclusion, I ask you to please join us on Sat-
urday, July 13th, 7:00 p.m. CST as the Spirituali-
ty Commission will join with everyone to pray 
the Patriotic Rosary. 

We need to continue to pray for our country 
and to pray for the conversion of our country to 
come back to ONE NATION UNDER GOD so that 
we are all one nation of love and kindness to 
each other all in the image and likeness of God. 

https://www.nccw.org/nccw-convention/
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By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair 

Mid-summer greetings to everyone! As I write this, we have just started ORDINARY TIME. The time marked 
“Ordinary” in the Liturgical Calendar is anything but dull! These weeks between the “BIG SEASONS” are the perfect 
time to highlight favorite saints, ethnic traditions and some of those lesser known traditions unique to being Catholic. 
SUMMER: Family vacations! Where will you attend Mass on vacation? How is the church the same (and different) 
from your own parish church? It is important to include your children in conversations about these things---it helps 
them to recognize the special things in the sanctuary and the church. Encourage your children to observe and ask 
questions about every “new” environment in which they celebrate the Eucharist. These are all teachable moments. 
And if you do not have children on vacation with you, think about this for yourself. Find this information and more in 
the NCCW publication We Are Called to Witness. 

God Drops  

Imagine an ocean, 

And that you took a few drops from the ocean. 

The drops would not be the ocean— 

they would be merely drops of it,  

of the same essence and substance as the ocean but not the  

ocean itself. 

In the same way we, 

Who bust forth from a passionate God, 

made in God’s image and likeness, 

are not God. 

But we are little drops of God. 

God-drops. 

Polluted, muddied—yes. 

Nevertheless, we are little drops of God 

Called to come together in self-recognition and community. 

To the degree that we do not recognize 

God’s presence in ourselves, 

God is diminished in our world. 

God’s face will be revealed 

When we recognize who we are 

And claim and celebrate that reality. 

Imagine yourself as a God-drop. 

Whoever you meet this week, 

Try to see them and treat them as a drop of God. 

I have just returned from a Franciscan Retreat in Prier Lake, MN, a suburb of Minneapolis. You would not know you 
were surrounded by a metropolitan area. There is a peace there that I cannot put into words, you just have to experi-
ence it. I wanted to share this final prayer they gave us from Edwina Gateley. Edwina is a poet, theologian, artist, 
writer, and lay minister. She is a single mom and has been described as a modern-day mystic and prophet. She gives 
talks, conferences and retreats in the United States, as well as internationally while continuing to reach out to wom-
en in recovery from drugs and prostitution. She would be an excellent speaker for our conferences. This poem is an 
example of her work.  

Leadership Commission 
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Service Commission 

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair 
2017-2019 

“Service” - the meaning according to the Web-

ster dictionary, is “an activity in behalf of a per-
son, organization or cause.”  

It has been my great honor to have served as 
your NCCW Service Commissioner these past 2 
years and to have worked with the wonderful 
Province Directors and volunteers on this com-
mittee.  We have tried to bring you new ways to 
tackle some old problems through our Connect 
articles. Just a few thoughts on what your Affilia-
tions and its members have done during this 
time. As many of you are coming to the end of 
your formal Council year, although Council work 
does not stop, let us contemplate your many ser-
vice projects and those whom you have helped. 

Affiliations have helped the homeless and the 
hungry by providing shelter and food. We all have 
cared for our environment and the world the Fa-
ther created for us through our Reduce, Renew, 
Recycle and Reuse efforts. You have provided 
clean accessible water to those who are in need 
through your International efforts.  You have 
cared for life from its inception to natural death 
with your prayers, activities and donations for 
newborns and their mothers. You have assisted 
the homebound and the elderly.  You have 
reached out to the abandoned, the sick, the dying 
and the imprisoned.  You have fought and advo-
cated for the oppressed, the abandoned, the 
trafficked and the victims of domestic violence. 

 

You have taken to heart the Lord’s command to care for 
the least of your brothers and sisters and your world. 
NCCW, thank you for all you do daily, your reward will 
be great!  

Many Blessings, in peace, love and JOY.   

 

 

 

 



Page 11 

LTD: What Does Our Council Journey Look Like? 

By Maggie Gray, LTD Team 

This is such a wonderful time of the year.  We are 

enjoying the spring/summer when everything comes 

alive and blooms into the beauty around us that we 

love and enjoy.  It is also the time when we plan that 

trip to families, friends and loved ones.  A time of 

relaxation and renewal. 

So it is in our Councils.  We are wrapping up our 

Council year of business and activities and getting 

ready for new leaders, and hopefully new ideas and 

energy that will revitalize our council for the year(s) 

ahead. 

Our road map to success (or GPS today) should in-

clude the following: 

 An evaluation of our Council structure, make-up 

and success.  This evaluation should be conduct-

ed annually. The evaluation needs to be construc-

tive and honest.  Consider the good things your 

Council has done and look at the things that may 

have fallen by the wayside. 

 Highlight what works and continue those pro-

grams and activities.  Perhaps consider a new, 

energetic spin to make it better. Take what does 

not work and discontinue doing it – it does not 

work!!!  One way to honor the programs of the 

past is to retire them in a ceremonial way, giving 

honor and respect to the past. This will be im-

portant to the history of your council. 

 Inject energy and enthusiasm into what will work. 

Your members have great ideas that need to be 

heard and respected.  It might just be the program 

that will highlight who you are and what you do. 

 Set goals for the future. Goals can be your road 

map.  Be realistic in knowing you cannot do every-

thing.  But remember, if you do one thing well, you 

have a success. 

Evaluations help us see our successes and take an hon-

est look at our not so successful endeavors. They en-

courage us to be and do our very best! 
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Women Healing the Wounds 

 

By Kathy Bonner 

Challenge: How can YOU make a difference in the 
domestic abuse/violence issue? 

Answer: Simply by assessing your time, skills and 
passions. 

 

Question: Do you love animals? 

Begin by understanding how animals play a part in 
an abusive relationship.  Abusers do not always use 
physical actions on their victims, instead they abuse 
the family pet. It is not always an option for the vic-
tim to take the pet with her/him so subsequently, 
she/he doesn't leave.  It would be like leaving a 
family member behind.  

 

The Need:  Domestic Violence shelters that can also 
accommodate animals. 

 

The Action:   

Contact your local Domestic Violence shelters to ask 
if they can accept victims and their pets at their fa-
cility.  If not, help them achieve the goal of making 
it possible by rallying donations. 

 

• If they can house the pets: 

• Advertise and collect donations of pet food/
supplies for shelters with pets; 

• Some suggestions would be dog or cat food, cat 
litter/litter boxes, treats, kennels, pet beds, pet 
bowls, toys, leashes, collars, etc. 

• Donations for shots and care of pets; 

• Encourage local veterinarians to be involved; 

• Volunteer to provide upkeep of animal 
housing; and 

• Encourage teens to be involved (if ok with 
shelter).        

• Ask the shelter for any other specific 
needs. 

Plan now for October, Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month: For the step-by-step plan 
to use in your parish go to nccw.org 
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Education Committee: An Act of Love 

By Beth Mahoney, Education Committee Chair 

In the Apostolic Encyclical on the Environment enti-
tled Laudato Si Pope Francis encourage us to be 
mindful of our environmental responsibility, He 
states:  

“Education in environmental responsibility 
can encourage ways of acting which directly 
and significantly affect the world around us, 
such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, 
reducing water consumption, separating re-
fuse, cooking only what can reasonably be 
consumed, showing care for other living be-
ings, using public transport or car-pooling, 
planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, 
or any number of other practices. All of these 
reflect a generous and worthy creativity 
which brings out the best in human beings. 
Reusing something instead of immediately 
discarding it, when done for the right rea-
sons, can be an act of love which expresses 
our own dignity.” Chapter 6, paragraph 211 

 

As we begin to plan for family reunions, picnics and 
vacations, let us be mindful of our Holy Father’s 
words and challenges to be careful of the use of 
items that have a major effect on our environment. 
The environment is our responsibility to take care of 
what God has created, and to nurture life all around 
us, in every area and to show great respect for how 
we utilize items that provide us with enjoyment and 
pleasure. Our Education Committee has produced 
resources that will help us to reflect on this im-
portant document. As we implement some of these 
suggestions we will be living this act of love for all of 
God’s creations. Let’s be that active witness with our 
families and friends, as we strive to live out our mis-
sion of educating, supporting and empowering all 
Catholic women in leadership, spirituality and ser-
vice.  

By Sheila S. Hopkins, Immediate Past President 

As I was perusing the website of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, a new publication 

caught my eye called Rebuking the Devil with teach-

ings by Pope Francis.  The first chapter speaks to the 

devil, his existence and his attributes. The second 

chapter addresses how he acts in the world with top-

ics such as money, worldliness, gossip, persecution 

and injustice. Chapter 3 describes our defenses 

against the devil such as faith, trust, vigilance, com-

munity, service and forgiveness. It concludes with the 

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel.  

In our diocese, we pray the Prayer to St. Michael the 

Archangel at the end of each liturgy and I am sure 

many other churches do the same. As we deal with 

challenges in our life and society, we may forget that 

some of these are a spiritual battle and this book de-

scribes practical tools from Pope Francis.  This can be 

purchased for $12.95 at the website: store.usccb.org.  

Another publication on this subject also available at 

USCCB is Prayers Against the Powers of Darkness. This 

prayer book is to help Christians strengthen their faith 

and includes an appendix used by exorcists. A pocket-

sized book of prayers, contents include invocations to 

the Holy Trinity, Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. It is available on the website for $6.95.  

 St. Michael the Archangel, defend us against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil.  

Is the Devil Working in the World? 
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Membership Development  

By Jane Carter, Supporting Member 

Membership Development is the CRITICAL issue for 

NCCW! 

It’s basic math. Without members, we cease to exist. 

With too few active members, we burn out. Without 

new members, we become focused IN and we die out 

slowly. 

I propose a very simple 4 step plan for 2019: for me, 

for you, for EVERY Council member: 

1. PROCLAIM the NCCW mission statement at 

every meeting---both board and membership. Ac-

cording to Robert, proper order is GOD, COUNTRY 

and then ORGANIZATION.  We pray, we pledge, 

we PROCLAIM!  Before the business of the 

meeting, remind members who we are and why 

we exist!  

2. BE the best member in your Council. How can 

we honestly say we have prioritized membership 

development if we are not actively working and 

striving to become the BEST member ourselves??  

Think about that for just a moment---what if every 

woman in your Council was always trying to be the 

BEST member: ready to share her gifts, wanting to 

mentor new and younger women, the first to vol-

unteer when needed, smiling and joyful about her 

responsibilities!  

Every member—from officers to committee mem-

bers, hospitality teams to telephone callers, greet-

ers to prayer leaders. Every single one of us striving 

to BE the best member of your council. 

    3. Look at every meeting, event and gathering with   

MEMBERSHIP IN MIND: 

· Advertise each meeting DIFFERENTLY---because 

different approaches and different presentations 

appeal to different people.  

· Reach out to possible NEW members, but also 

reach out to all your “fringe” members.  Names on 

the roster, women who pay their dues, and show 

up once or twice a year.  

· We cannot say we have prioritized member-

ship unless we are actively and intentionally 

trying to get EVERY member to almost EVERY 

meeting and event!!   

4. COLLABORATE! ALWAYS reach out to other 

parish groups who are aligned with you in a partic-

ular area of ministry.  For example: 

· Invite the Pro-Life group to a shower for Catho-

lic Charities.  

· Invite the preschool---grade 3 moms when you 

talk about Holy Holidays or assemble Holy East-

er Baskets or Shoebox Madonnas. 

· (All are explained in the NCCW New Evangeliza-

tion resource: We are Called to Witness!)   

· Include the older Girl Scouts and their moms for 

a Spiritual Day of prayer and reflection.  

· Invite the women in RCIA to come and pray a 

special rosary in Oct or help Crown Mary in 

May---help them to come to learn and love 

Marian traditions!  

· Invite the women who work in the food pantry 

whenever you have a speaker on Hunger Minis-

try or you collect canned goods. 

Open your doors and welcome others to come and 

see who you are and what you do. Remember---

Look at every meeting, event and gathering with an 

eye towards MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT. 

Membership Development is CRITICAL. 

Write it on your Board meeting agenda. Use those 

exact words. Weave them into your presentations 

and writing. Keep them in front of you, all the 

time!! 

Membership Development is CRITICAL. 

 From the January 16, 2019 NCCW Member Call led by 

Jane Carter. You can listen to the entire call on nccw.org 

 

 

https://www.nccw.org/january-member-call/
https://www.nccw.org/january-member-call/

